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Summary

As the Article 41 of the Child Welfare Law stipulates, children's homes provide protection and a
caring environment for children on behalf of their parents. While acting as legal guardians, these in-
stitutions offer emotionally and physically secure places for children, supporting them to an
independent and self-relied adulthood. In order to overview the actual situations the foster carers
are in and identify the support for them to improve their professionalism, a questionnaire was carried
out for the foster carers in 568 children's homes nationwide. 150 carers replied and the recovery rate
was 26.4%. The general requirement for a foster carer wishing to work in a child care institution is
set down in the 7th article of the Child Welfare Institutions' Minimum Standard as 'a person with
considerable training both in theory and practice of child welfare services, as much as the person pos-
sibly can get', and 61.1% of the respondents fell into this category. 76.7% of the respondents stated
there was a training system in place for improving professionalism. The majority of 84.7% was posi-
tive about carrying on their work while 2% replied that they wanted to quit. This is a very small num-
ber compared to another survey covering the whole staff, in which as much as 40% replied that they

wanted to leave.



