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A Comparative Study of the Vocational Education and Training System for
Female Farmers in the Southern Parts of German-speaking Europe
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This paper examines the vocational education and training (VET) system for female farmers that
has been leading to changes in gender-oriented family farm tradition on the basis of a case study
conducted in the southern part of German-speaking Europe (Bavaria, Austria, Switzerland, and South
Tyrol) from 2012 to 2015.

In this area, small-scale family farming has been the predominant mode of agriculture. Patriarchal
farm succession has made it the exception rather than the rule for daughters to be socialized as
successor; rather, female farmers generally have their own career apart from agriculture and engage
in agriculture mostly by marrying a farm successor.

National systems of VET are very diverse. In Bavaria, Austria, and Switzerland, the VET system is
a dual corporate model. In Italy, it is the state-regulated model in South Tyrol, which was originally
developed under the influence of German culture.

VET in Europe is divided into initial vocational education and training (IVET) and continuing
vocational education and training (CVET). There are two main fields of agricultural VET for female
farmers: IVET in agriculture for female farm successors and CVET in home economics, which is
mostly for women whose partners are farm successors. Nowadays, daughters have more of a chance
to inherit the family farm due to a lack of male successors. They are able to acquire advanced VET
in the agricultural sector as part of their socialization process. Moreover, VET in home economics for
female farmers now includes more profitable management skills. Female farmers generally have their
own career outside farming, and CVET in the agricultural sector is useful to build their second career

as farmers.
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