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Abstract

Some Phases of Children’s “Knotting”
Activities
Tomohisa Hirata

I have observed and analyzed children’s activi-
ties of plastic arts in their daily life. Among them,
“knotting”——tying strings, ropes, thread and such
——has been understood as one of children’s acti-
vities to interact with their surroundings.

Further into this study, I noticed the following :
(Uthe “knotting” activities change with the chil-
dren’s development, and they are also displayed in
different ways by each child’s own experiences ;
(2)children’s thoughts and emotions could be grasp-
ed through! those activities. Therefore they are a
kind of expressive action.

In this paper these expressive elements involved
in the children’s “knotting” activities are discus-
sed ; for example, imagination, intention, commu-
nication and so forth. As a result, it might be said
that they are closely connected with the “knotting”
culture, for example, something like mizuhiki (Ja-

panese paper strings tied in a ceremonial knot
around the wrapper of a gift), and its historical
aspects.



