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Formulation of Indicators to Evaluate Gender Responsive
Policies at Local Governments in Japan: First Report

Hiroko Hashimoto

Abstract
This paper is the first report of the three year Grant-in-Aids re-
search funded by the Ministry of Education on gender responsive



policies (GRP) at local Governments in Japan. The following institu-
tional features of GRP at 47 prefectures and 12 specially designated cit-
ies by the Government were investigated:

Mandates; Committees on gender responsive policies chaired by the
Chief executive officers such as Governors/Mayors or other designated
persons; officers in charge of GRP; budgets; the terms of references of
GRP offices; Citizen’s involvement in the formulation and the follow-up
of plans of actions for the advancement of women at the respective local
governments; collaboration with female politicians, gender training pro-
grammes for local government officers; factors to hinder GRP promo-
tion.

Although some negative features in GRP in the local governments
have emerged (such as continuously decreased budget for GRP for the
last several years and merging local GRP offices into another section on
general issues mainly due to the decreased revenue at the local govern-
ments), the overall situation of GRP at local governments has made
more significant achievements than that of the national Government in
Japan. Nevertheless, persistent serious problems have been found in
promoting GRP at rural areas and some towns at the suburb of mega-
cities.

The political will of the chiefs of the executive offices of local gov-
ernments who are directly elected unlike their national counterparts has
played an essential role in promoting GRP as well as the degree of
women’s movement and commitment of officers in charge of GRP.



