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In shorT, as bowsfriend Colonel map said in
the Turkish Bah only veslerday, ”Gad ,si,
lord Beaverbrook is right. Splendid Isolalion
is The policy for England. IF we refuseo
Yrade with the dashed {oreigners in Ireland
Wales and Scotland , and the dashed
Dom'-mons aboudl Their business , e future

will be .
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TODAYS LEADING ARTICLE’

STRAIGNT FROM COLONEL SLIMP

Gad,sir, Lora Beaverbrook
is rignt? If we spend.-
s0 much on Peace

now can we afford
1o buy batfleships ?
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L. BUMP.

Cad si, Lord Beaverbrook 1s rignt. Tte onl
way To ensure peace 15 To give  everybody
plenly of arms and let” them {i ight it ouT
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Co). BLIMP speEAKs ouT.

)
Gad,Sir, Lord Feverbrook is rignts

Education musl be Topped. It people

couldrit read. , they wouldn't” know aboyt™

the Depression and corflidence
would be restored,
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Gad,si, Lord Reverbeer is right. We should explain 1o the
nalives in India thal” Brafish Troops are there only 1o protect
“them -from
~Z_massacre,
~and. it they
dont aceep!”
hal, then
shool em
all down.
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Col. BLMP IN TRA\NNG .

v) Gad,sin
M7 Balduwin 1s
ngt. To
ensure peace

we must have plerily —
of airplanes. Otheruise &
how are we goi é‘b
drop messages
&oodwl“ on the enemy 7°

K7 rL—=vJHho7Y) v 7RE
Mo =vr ey —F] 19344E8HAIHE

Gad,sir, Lord Bunk
is ryﬂ' This oufery
Aylnﬂ' boy,s

bcm}‘!’au&hf
S5 1o kill one

andther is absurd.
Its so

for the Physiq_ue
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Gad. sir, WinsTon 15 vighl” We must” have more

armamenfs ol only 1o uphold infernalional law,
bul” to profect”
ourselves from

BLIMP FACES THE CR\SIS
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Gad, sir,Lord NuTs is right. The working, classes
should be ashamed 1o ask for shorfer nours, when
the uppah classes are slaving, themselves To the
bone &t dinners and balls
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Sz [H sy o=7HKk]® THE-TVWE, EIAH, [AXA Y
W] o, FOELZIRARVELLLEFRYEOESZ 75 Y
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iz T7 7V 2| #EEICkIEDE 5720 LOLAEYZE7L L EY
TVWAAIZ [7 72| TlEEV, ZREPSHIC, FAEBRE L L
HAE—HOABITH->T, EHLTHESZICEBNBVDTH 5,

N [ 7)) v7) ofifikE &S 2750,

A=z [7) 7] EWHFEEMSGE, o L s idmodd 3,
W EEBEIEETRE A FroX—obEs2KkTiEL LTonK
HwTnz, zodirh 2228l ¥ ) 2RENTORERZHEL, »
O@ﬂf@tba—ﬁvaU—zéwﬁ%%%%ﬁ%bfmt@ﬁot
(v 7)) vy 7R TEAA, B, ErI—ZIELW] TGAA, B, Ly
V) —=ZFIELWVW] LFETEDLETVLE)®, FALHE _RKEhd LN S I
ShEPEITR G B BB ST THEBG 21U A5 & LTwik, ThaHITR
ZEESTcA—w G, [7) v 7RIBCER#EEZSELICSE 575
CHT A EELFTICRVOLN T L - 2P, TokHBETEEILS
(79 v7 ) & DERSETFXEIR] 7O0TH b, LidVZ, HIRDTE



(tenor) L LTENMBIELWVWDOTH-ThH, FNEFX BH{K (vehicle)
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EHLTWE2DbITHb, Totd [Fr—VZX e FyrvX| TE—Y =
WO Lz [F4 7 v REN—LR7 (FUBREELEDS ESSIT TR
Tk BFH) ~OFRITES LTHHS TENTES, ARLBSELT
HHRITOEIATHODLBLFINASHTLE Y P VWS BEIESEHS
KO TRELEEHLLAE—PFERZENTE S, 61T, THIRE
BIST LD, MRETHRAEBORKEKEFA I (4 2 —=V&N3) BIK
I AMIR AR S T &1, TR - BT NSRS E BT 0TS
<, =AM LIz AKE L TRARMAR ST EITE B, £ — v = L3y
o MEMERE | b ERB—BE2E L, BHSRESELLbIFTREL
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BBHN, FOLy A XHEST, KOFEEDOL IR NEMINEE] <‘:|1%7
U113 X571, FHAFORMO IbITD %2 EXICT LD BHENHED -
T2 EFRES, FRICOVTIRE SICFHICKRF T 2 M4 E08H 505, ¢

T O RE e, v BB L [T v 7PKIE] DA A=V EF—D =
LVOMAEEHRE LI ET, ARBOHNEOEET R LI LITE S,

BH, -9z bido v IC@mEREEr 2L THEM, KBV OH
CBLES > TV T & L Th B, TEWEE] (1945 4F) TlfTHR £
b7, muMINETRA TEE O RS 2T, %%%ﬁ<éﬂ

EHHLKO 7r \7;1}/%)%0)77‘/%@( WL 72y 20 C D4fR&E - T
ORRIBIE « Bl EH 1 & B, M{LE > T DK {’b%OD{"*{’F@ fRARAD

WO IZFEIL LB e UDIKEREIRIETH B,

GEY

(1) FSEFRK TR x v x&~m R 2] FUEEER, 1985 4%,

(2) HRAOR [4Favyted7T) 238 WETHR HisdE, 1994 4, b
# 35 Ho I DBHATIC,

(3) A—w= [HiThnLThh, HBEE JIEREER, JIGERLER (2%
B —v  VEERIE 1) ERS A 75 ) —, 1995 4, 55-56 H, X
BLIFDEBY, ‘The young Communist who died heroically in the Inter-
national Brigade was public school to the core. He had changed his alle-
giance but not his emotions. What does that prove? Merely the possibility
of building a Socialist on the bones of a Blimp, the power of one kind of
loyalty to transmute itself into another, the spiritual need for patriotism
and the military virtues, for which, however little the boiled rabbits of the
Left may like them, no substitute has yet been found.” Orwell, My Country
Right or Left’, Folios of New Writing, Autumn 1940; The Complete Works of
George Orwell, edited by Peter Davison, 20 vols, London: Secker &
Warburg, vols.1-9 published in 1986-87, reprinted 1998, vols. 10-20 pub-
lished in 1998 (LI'F CW &E&iC), vol. 12, item 694, p.272. LI'F, A
AAZERCEHLzbDIc>WTIE, EORP TR ZIRICL TH <o

(4) =9z [V 4 A VEIEE~0E] TEREZ « EHER, 5 E¥=0E,
1996 4F, 219-20 B, ‘If you are a bourgeois “intellectual” you too readily
imagine that you have somehow become unbourgeois because you find it
easy to laugh at patriotism and the C of E and the Old School Tie and



Colonel Blimp and all the rest of it. But from the point of view of the pro-
letarian “intellectual”, who at least by origin is genuinely outside the bour-
geois culture, your resemblances to Colonel Blimp may be more important
than your differences. Very likely he looks upon you and Colonel Blimp as
practically equivalent persons; and in a way he is right, though neither
you nor Colonel Blimp would admit it Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier,
London: Victor Gollancz, 1937, pp. 197-98; CW, vol. 5, pp. 153-54. 7=7#: L,
SIAXHOE LDy 7 v 2T [EE] b 2013 [HEESKS ] CTEd
NETH 5, ‘the C of E' 1Z ‘the Church of England’ @&, [0z 7Y 5
7 THEEAL #HFIC) L2506 RIEM, [TV a7 MHHMA] OBA ]
< H WV,

(5) A== (544 E—MED NEFH—F, JISHEERESR TS5 4 4 v &—f
BR——a — v = VIR 4] SPNAES 1 75 ) —, 19954F, 43 B, ‘The stag-
nation of the Empire in the between-war years affected everyone in Eng-
land, but it had an especially direct effect upon two important subsections
of the middle class. One was the military and imperialist middle class,
generally nicknamed the Blimps, and the other the left-wing intelligentsia.
These two seemingly hostile types, symbolic opposites — the halfpay colo-
nel with his bull neck and diminutive brain, like a dinosaur, the highbrow
with his domed forehead and stalk-like neck — are mentally linked to-
gether and constantly interact upon one another; in any case they are born
to a considerable extent into the same families.” Orwell, The Lion and the
Unicorn: Socialism and the English Genius, London: Secker and Warburg,
1940, p. 44; CW, vol. 12, item 763, pp. 404-5.

(6) [7Vv7RIE] #M38EEREL TR, UTHENETH 3, Mark
Bryant (ed.), The Complete Colonel Blimp, London: Bellew Publishing, 1991.
T3 200 HiCififc i WIMFF©Th 208, BWERKRE 727 2 + THRRE QT
WTELKELE->TWVE, T/, 0 OAREEHHLRABHE IR L7 2E
& LTWEELF»H %, Colin Seymour-Ure & Jim Schoff, David Low, London:
Secker & Warburg, 1985.

7, AVINYDT v P REOKEMITIZIA F Y R OFEGIEE - 5ifjo =
ENBEREET 27 -4 98B0, FA4 94y F - o EEO-KEE S
Z (Pt L T3 (The Centre for the Study of Cartoons and Caricature,
University of Kent at Canterbury), » o+t Y ¥ —CHWELZ- A — bk » —
YDOF=FN=2BAMTHY, 1FEL, F+57 9 —%, BEEKLEIOF—
7= MRFRICL->TRBEE T 7 2 P EERT 2 2 ENTEB LI >TO S,
CNRBEY = v TTHERHLTVWE, A=Y« R=VDT FLRARLITOE
B0, http://libservb.ukc.ac.uk/cartoons/main.html

(7)) [/NERERI T EUDRP RO FICRITHROIRESE Sz Dh 5
15T\, 193945 SEDMFDH W, T OLFIAHEZIRIIGHE N2 <
LB % & - 72 (A small non-rigid airship orig. consisting of a gas-bag



7)) v FRIEDIHDE

with the fuselage of an aeroplane slung underneath; in the war of
1939-45 the name was sometimes applied to a barrage balloon) Jo

(8) ‘Cinematogr. A sound-proof covering for a ciné camera. collog.’

(9) ‘Colonel Blimp, a character invented by David Low (1891-1963), car-
toonist and caricaturist, pictured as a rotund pompous ex-officer voicing a
rooted hatred of new ideas. Hence blimp, a person of this type; also
attrib.’

(10) ‘Prime Minister Blimp: “Gad, sir, the Air League is right. We must oppose
all proposals for the abolition of military aviation.” Evening Standard, 28
May 1934.

(11) David Low, Low’s Autobiography, London: Michael Joseph, 1956; New
York: Simon and Schuster, 1957, p. 182.

(12) LIF13 Maurice Horn (ed.), The World Encyclopedia of Cartoons, New
York & London: Chelsea House Publishers, 1980, pp. 364-65 DOFHEICHL B,

(13) Ibid, p.364.

(14) & ZIF 191820 DA K« YV a— ) T BN 2 SRR L 7o [T
UN(&mw%Axﬁ,%Z&kﬁ%®ﬁﬁ%@%%%@¢é [TUC (J5fd
Mess) Wi (TUC Carthorse) | I8 EDSH %,

15) o v RS ZHEERA S —CRIE B LZINOED T T ON
WiTAICE & b, 1936 FEFIfTO v DBIR NV — K] & [7) v 7
Kk Ebic] EVIEES->VTEY, BER—YEITRT ey X bE
B e NV ey b T v FAEOEIASFEE N TS (99 Kb D)o
-V THHAE AN L TW5, David Low, Low’s Political Parade:
With Colonel Blimp, London: The Cresset Press, 1936. fiifs @ [0 v 3727
Ul Tb 7Y v rREDSEOEEICEE T 5, David Low, Low Again: A
Pageant of Politics with Colonel Blimp, Hit and Muss and Muzzlet, London:
Cresset Press, 1938.

(16) The Complete Colonel Blimp, p.18. Colin Seymour-Ure O ‘Introduction’
£V,

A7) C.S. A 2F 1944 ST HBVT WS, [MAEKICET 24 F 1) ZAD
SEARTR BN EREZRE EEbNICS, KK DFER Y2 3EEHE T B
CENLTABZBDOTEHDBE VD, [7) v 7RIE), & (It may well be
that the future historian, asked to point to the most characteristic expres-
sion of the English temper in the period between the two wars, will reply
without hesitation, ‘Colonel Blimp’) |, C. S. Lewis, ‘Blimpophobia’, Time
and Tide, 9 September 1944; Mark Bryant (ed.), The Complete Colonel
Blimp, p. 152.

F7o, BRI (7Y Yy 7RE] ZEAR LBE (7Y v 7K
VoM JE] A A £ ) ZTHITEX N, 1943 FEICABI S hiFRE £ 18 7co HIfE - ¥
F A EBETA TN XY TVETAY T o T LR = HIEETFH



U, RO Y= ) TV =, FRS e h—, FURY e TNy D
DI, 3 DDA ERE L, 3 AOKMEBTET 3 C OWERD [7) v 7
(T4 T  F 4y Fo L0 3, HRCEE 2+ + 529 —Th2 &
VWORTE Y DEEEIRETH 2, COMEICE-T, [7) v 7] BOE
BBHELI2E WAL B (cf. Julia Cresswell, Dictionary of Allusions, Glasgow:
Harper Collins, 1997, p. 33)s HARTIIRABED, chBEFEELTY F Y
AP EFAMAH T 5, Powell & Pressburger, The Life and Death of Colo-
nel Blimp, edited by Ian Christie, London: Faber and Faber, 1994; A. L.
Kennedy, The Life and Death of Colonel Blimp, London; British Film Insti-
tute, 1997. LI'Nid VHS £ 74 JRD 5 — %, Powell & Pressburger, The Life
and Death of Colonel Blimp, London: An Archers Production (NP0009).

(18 7V vy TRIEGKERZ D T EICBLT, STREHRE— VAT B,
CHERBHL TV 3, CABARFAGS . [TBAA, F, SY7HIRELV,
F—VFY ¢ VEEER L d Lhdads, AP0 1 £1) 2 ABD Le (Gad, sir,
Lord Punk is right. Baldwin may have no brains, but he’s a true English
man) J, Evening Standard, 4 July 1936.

A9 [7Y) Y 7ERBEPICER L0, BrsBOBEFERELTHE - -
([M]y original conception of Blimp had been as a corrective of stupidity
in general) |, Low’s Autobiography, p. 273.

20) BTHLTY VT RIDEELOMPZLTWES, [ AA, B, /Nvha LWl
BIELWV, KRB BZMIL U », B! DUbhETEHEZF 31 5 h
SENLHES T & ELEERIEFE S0 (Gad, sir, Lord Bunkum is right.
Splendid isolation, sir! We must insist on fighting everybody ourselves
without interference) |, Evening Standard, 23 F ebruary 1935.

(21)  The Complete Colonel Blimp, p. 24. OED* ® ‘Gad’ DIEHTIZ 1875 4£F T
D (If either of the young dogs wants to quarrel, by gad, sir, he shall
quarrel with me) b IF50TEY, 2hPEDOEDRETOE W, 7272
LTItk ‘Blimp OIEHICE 1934 4ED ‘Colonel Blimp’ ®H#| D 15
T ‘Gad, sir’ HRZ 5, 1934 ELIKE 12, ‘Gad, sir & WA E, EI ‘Colonel
Blimp' OEHA A ¥ ) 2 NICIBETE/ZDTHA I Db, ‘Gad DIEHIC
INBHTORVDORVEDDBIRTIES 5 F Ve HBHOBVWERES L Wi
HBTH-TXAEEIDORBFIIRT 5L WVA, [ER] 572 2 bz L
THIRERNZ TR > TOBBIMOED Itz It KON B E WS T & 1245k L
TEILPRIZE S0,

(22) ‘Gaaq, sir, Lord Beaverbrook is right! If we spend so much on Peace how
can we afford to buy battleships? Evening Standard, 28 April 1934.

(23) ‘Gad, sir, Lord Beaverbrook is right. The only way to ensure peace is to
give everybody plenty of arms and let them fight it out.’ Evening Standard,
26 May 1934.

(24) ‘Gad, sir, Lord Feaverbrook is right. Education must be stopped. If peo-
ple couldn’t read, they wouldn’'t know about the Depression and confi-
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dence would be restored.” Evening Standard, 2 Jun 1934.

(25) ‘Gad, sir, Lord Reverbeer is right. We should explain to the natives in
India that British troops are there only to protect them from massacre, and
if they don’t accept that, then shoot 'em all down. Evening Standard, 23
June 1934.

(26) ‘Gad, sir, Mr. Baldwin is right. To ensure peace we must have plenty of
airplanes. Otherwise how are we going to drop messages of goodwill on
the enemy?’ Evening Standard, 4 August 1934.

(27) ‘Gad, sir, Lord Bunk is right. This outcry against boys being taught to
kill one another is absurd. It’s so good for the physique.’ Evening Standard,
22 June 1935.

(28) ‘Gad, sir, Winston is right. We must have more armaments, not only to
uphold international law, but to protect ourselves from justice and right.
Evening Standard, 5 October 1935.

(29) ‘Gad, sir, Lord Nuts is right. The working classes should be ashamed to
ask for shorter hours, when the uppah [upper] classes are slaving them-
selves to the bone at dinners and balls. Low Again, p. 134. ¥ & Evening
Standard, 22 May 1937. 722 L ¥t 3 &5 d @ ‘The working classes
should be’ D435 “The busmen ought to be’ IT75 - TW 7z,

(30) ‘If the British public had been given a truthful account of the Spanish
war they would have had an opportunity of learning what Fascism is and
how it can be combatted. As it is, the “News Chronicle” version of Fascism
as a kind of homicidal mania peculiar to Colonel Blimps bombinating in
the economic void has been established more firmly than ever. Orwell,
‘Spilling the Spanish Beans’, New English Weekly, 2 September 1937, CW,
vol. 11, item 378, p. 46.

(31) ‘When I came to Spain, and for some time afterwards, I was not only
uninterested in the political situation but unaware of it. I knew there was
a war on, but [ had no notion what kind of a war. If you had asked me why
I had joined the militia I should have answered; “To fight against Fascism,”
and if you had asked me what I was fighting for, I should have answered;
“Common decency.” I had accepted the News Chronicle — New Statesman
version of the war as the defence of civilisation against a maniacal out-
break by an army of Colonel Blimps in the pay of Hitler. The revolution-
ary atmosphere of Barcelona had attracted me deeply, but I had made no
attempt to understand it Orwell, Homage to Catalonia, London: Secker &
Warburg, 1938; CW, vol.6, p. 188. & — =V [/ ¥ u = 7] FREFELLHR,
EICE, 1992 4, 264 H,

(82) ‘The average English Left-winger is now a good imperialist, but he is
still theoretically hostile to the English ruling class. The people who read
the “New Statesman” dream of war with Germany, but they also think it



necessary to laugh at Colonel Blimp. However, when the war begins they
will be forming fours on the barrack square under Colonel Blimp’s boiled
blue eye. Orwell, ‘Review of Searchlight on Spain by the Duchess of
Atholl’, New English Weekly, 21 July 1938, CW, vol. 11, item 469, p. 184.

(83) ‘And I know very well what underlies these closing chapters. It is the
emotion of the middle-class man, brought up in the military tradition, who
finds in the moment of crisis that he is a patriot after all. It is all very well
to be “advanced” and “enlightened,” to snigger at Colonel Blimp and pro-
claim your emancipation from all traditional loyalties, but a time comes
when the sand of the desert is sodden red and what have I done for thee,
England, my England? As I was brought up in this tradition myself I can
recognize it under strange disguises, and also sympathise with it, for even
at its stupidest and most sentimental it is a comelier thing than the shal-
low self-righteousness of the leftwing intelligentsia. Orwell, ‘Review of
The Thirties by Malcolm Muggeridge’, New English Weekly, 25 April 1940;
CW, vol. 12, item 615, pp. 151-52.

A= 2 VOFEECR OGNS INLIAD Blimp ORFIZS Sz < 2,
FX DA WTHL (ThYEETET Y v 7 TR,

‘Colonel Blimp is no longer Colonel Blimp. And in the more soft-boiled
Left-wing papers a phrase is bandied to and fro — “democratising the
army.” It is worth considering what it implies.’ ‘Democracy in the British
Army’, The Left Forum, September 1939; CW, vol. 11, item 568, p. 406.

‘[T]he Home Guard is brought more and more under the control of
Blimps ...” ‘Our Opportunity’, The Left News, No. 55, January 1941; CW, vol.
12, item 737, p. 348.

‘The hatred which the Spanish Republic excited in millionaires, dukes,
cardinals, play-boys, Blimps and what not would in itself be enough to
show one how the land lay.’ ‘Looking Back on the Spanish War’; CW, vol.
13, item 1421, p. 507.

‘It is true that Kipling does not understand the economic aspect of the
relationship between the highbrow and the blimp....In the stupid early
years of this century, the blimps, having at last discovered someone who
could be called a poet and who was on their side, set Kipling on a pedestal
... ‘Rudyard Kipling’, Horizon, February 1942; CW, vol. 13, item 948, pp. 153
-54. (T T TIF ‘the blimp(s)’ & b Z/PNFiT L, Eizft LT @6
ELTHWTWS,)

‘The military commentators of the popular press can mostly be classi-
fied as pro-Russian or anti-Russian, pro-blimp or anti-blimp.” ‘Notes on
Nationalism’, Polemic: A Magazine of Philosophy, Psychology & Aesthetics,
No. 1, [October] 1945, CW, vol. 17, item 2668, p. 143.

(34) JIREEHE T4 — v = VADL LU E | 944 v E—AE—F -7 =L
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(85) Bernard Crick, George Orwell: A Life, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books,
1982, p. 324ff. /N—F —=F e 27 ) v 7 [Ya—Yet—v =)L O EonHE
) & 2%, NMAEFMR, GFE, 19834, &, 16 HEUT,

(36) CW,vol.6,p.T4 A —w = [H 4% o=7#Kk] Gy 110-11 EH,

(87) ‘1 had come here to shoot at “Fascists”; but a man who is holding up his
trousers isn’t a “Fascist”, he is visibly a fellow creature, similar to yourself,
and you don’t feel like shooting at him.” Orwell, ‘Looking Back on the
Spanish War’, CW, vol. 13, item1421, p. 501. [R A& H>——* — v = VilintE
1) 67 Ho 5IHE T O/NEFH iR A L 7cs

@38 [AA, £, EbI—BIELV, KENEZHbEZIHICE, LOE%E
UV ADHICRO EETR S LB WD U » (Gad, sir, Hitler is right.
The nations could all pull together if only we allowed him to settle whom
to pull) Jo Evening Standard, 4 April 1936 (LA A, £, & v v ) —=1ZIF
LW Vatf—UnNEILLZIIBEINEETE, O RBERELHDZND
U % (Gad, sir, Mussolini is right. There can be no negotiations until Ge-
neva is moved to somewhere else) |, Evening Standard, 18 April 1936.

SVTHMNS, 4AF) ZROBWHETE b5 —& 4y V1) — =% Kb
ZAMNIZONB O I TH->7EVHITEBITITEVIRATBEILV, HBIC
STy N—2%M%KTEHE, EFT—ZHOKAFY ZDOH— b o —
YT RH B, 2D 5wy OfEmA 413 JEFHL Ex v Tns (L
FHIZY F=—« 2 bV E Sidney Strube TII9 D), Ly VY —=DH—k & —
VFEIT326 . T DI bBLE D UTH B 226 100y DTS B,
fiEEPO TV bov sk (e bhS—RB A T=v7 25 v5—FK]
1930 4E 9 H 27 H'5e & 0w v ) — = 3[a#kD 1934 4E 6 H 6 H'5), 19394E8 H
(O F DETIRKEFFEOERD) FTO W0FEMOF—s2H2&, 1FY 2T
hrnlers—0Dh—b ey —viE 2655, TDHbayDhs216 HE, TH
icv, b5 —HEMo v OEBICAHRIEERT LI Sbh, BkET
BEHBGEZE > TOVHRAFY ZBIFICE > TINRBGUTEN T &1 - 12,
Cf. Low’s Autobiography, pp. 277ff.

(39) Orwell, ‘Don’t Let Colonel Blimp Ruin the Home Guard’, Evening Stan-
dard, 8 January 1941; CW, vol. 12, item 743, pp. 362-65. T34 — 7 = VD
HEETHe— [T v 7] DEEIA VIS ULETH B, [ 7)) v 7KK
JRDBEIE DS A =¥ 7 F 4 7% & Bl WHIBE T 22 s RN &
BRIC b E - 2 CHRICH DT, TR TS E N BIRAS S W RS
HFKIC T BaRETH BT E, E FAVHDA FY 2AKL EREEZME LAY
ZHIS &, BIFME R E PRI SRS EFRL TV B,

(40) Orwell, ‘Politics and the English Language’, Horizon, April 1946; CW, vol.
17, item 2815, n0.38, p. 430. JI|GREELER [/KEORM——A — v = Vw2
SENRES A4 75 ) —, 1995 4, 32 H,

(41) ‘[T]he burlesque which he is never able to resist is constantly breaking




into what ought to be serious situations.” Orwell, ‘Charles Dickens’, CW,
vol. 12, item 597, p. 50. JI¥gERHER TEROBE O T——7F — v = VFTREE 3)
SENAES A 750 —, 1995 4F, 176 H, /NEFFRER, SBSUER T4 —9 < v
AR EpECEE, 19824F, 129, A — v VESMN I OFEE SO &I
SWTIE, DUTASM, JIERE (A -9 = vo<#— « 7= 2] SELH,
1998 4F, 83 H,

(42) Orwell, ‘The Art of Donald McGill', Horizon, September 1941; CW, vol. 14,

item 850, pp. 23-31. [ 74 & v & —M8——# — v = ViFamsE 4] 119-45 H,

(43) [EWRE] OBOCTH BTV F ) v 7 o 95 —/N— %D 1945 4£ 10 A 17

f+

HNOFETA— T 2 VETHEVWT WS, [75V 7 e hFEY (Ve —F
) Z b e AR S OBWEETE, M TEREE] 2549y Ko
VICHREREH, oY REOWIGEMEILVWEVSIKSINBILELET 7%
T3 BAEIXFEVLTTELZB7KE5, KkINEBIDETL& I, il
B, s a 2o, iDL ESWics bbbl nd T
LTY, WETHATT e AT EVIRIDTAFTATTILSBRITEAL
&5 - TV L7 (Ihad some conversation with Frank Horrabin, who told
me [he] had shown a copy of “Animal Farm” to David Low, and the latter
said something suggesting he would like to illustrate it. If he would really
do so this would be a winner... The trouble is [ don’'t know Low and don’t
know how to approach him. Do you know him? Horrabin said he had
mentioned this idea to you) | ‘Orwell’s Letter to Fredric Warburg’, 17 Octo-
ber 1945; CW, vol. 17, item 2766, p. 313. ¥ x —N— 7 OB Hf D K[E D 13 H>
2, FSEVIEOD Y OFEBEIHENTVWE, oy idTHEFBVTV S, [TE
Vi) 2R USHHRLE Lico FES LVWERIWERTT, B-Le5bEEBD,
e ANz oH LA WL & 9 (T have had a good time with ANIMAL
FARM — an excellent bit of satire. As you say, it would illustrate perfect
ly) | (ibid.)s AT DHE v Y OIFRR OB IHIEIC ZFES T, FHEL
VBIHAICIE > T L% -7, Cf, ‘Orwell’s Letter to Leonard Moore’, 23 Feb-
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Obstinateness of Colonel Blimp:
On the frequent use of the term ‘blimp’ by George Orwell

Yasuo Kawabata

Abstract

David Low (1891-1963), who is considered the greatest cartoonist
and caricaturist of his time in Britain, is little known in Japan. It is true
we know the term ‘blimp’ as a common noun, meaning ‘a person, espe-
cially an old man, with very old-fashioned political ideas, but it would
be a surprise if you met a Japanese who could conjure up the exact
image of Colonel Blimp, a comic character invented by Low in 1934.

George Orwell (1903-50), on the contrary, is a household name in
Japan and all of his major works including essays and journalism have
been translated into Japanese in the last fifty years. There are even a
number of Japanese writers who show his influence, Kenzaburo Oe,
Takeshi Kaiko, Saiichi Maruya, to name but a few.

It should be noted that Orwell frequently referred to ‘(Colonel)
Blimp’ or ‘blimp(s)’ in his writings. Arguably the earliest reference is
found in The Road to Wigan Pier (1937): ‘If you are a bourgeois “intellec-
tual”...you find it easy to laugh at ... Colonel Blimp. When he came to
Spain during the civil war, he had accepted naively, as he confesses in
Homage to Catalonia (1938), the simplistic view of the war as ‘the defence
of civilization against a maniacal outbreak by an army of Colonel
Blimps in the pay of Hitler. His concluding paragraph of ‘My Country
Right or Left’ (1940) suggests ‘the possibility of building a Socialist on
the bones of a Blimp.’ He even wrote an article during the Second World
War entitled ‘Don’t Let Colonel Blimp Ruin the Home Guard’ (1941).

You may recognize the ‘tenor’, namely the underlying idea or sub-
ject, of the metaphor (a kind of anachronistic, reactionary person) with

ease by looking it up in your dictionary; you could not really grasp the



whole shades of its meaning, however, if you lack a full understanding
of the ‘vehicle’, or the image of the comic character, whose association
with the subject constitutes the metaphor. It is not too much to say that
your interpretations of Orwell’s references will vary depending upon
how familiar you are with the image. You may consider this kind of
difference trivial, but I think it is significant in that the accumulation of
such trivial matters should necessarily affect your valuation of Orwell
as writer and as thinker.

This is the first attempt, I believe, to introduce Colonel Blimp in
Japanese in detail, with a special attention to Orwell’s references to the
character. Investigating the reason why Orwell preferred the term to
such abstract words as ‘conservative’, ‘reactionary’ or ‘intolerant’ (which
he would avoid if possible), I have found these references typical of the
writer who wrote not only the dystopian stories but essays on British
popular culture, including ‘The Art of Donald McGill’ (1942), believing
in ‘common decency’ of ordinary people manifested in the very products

of their culture.



