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A Study of The Secret Garden
——The Garden of Motherly Love——

Kiyomi Nishizawa

Abstract

In the story the secret garden has a double meaning. One is, of
course, the children keep the garden secret from adults. Another is the
garden has secret magical power. How can the garden have this power?

The word paradise originated from Old Persian pairidaeza which
meant walled enclosure, pleasure park, garden. When Genesis was
translated into Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, the Garden of Eden was
defined as a walled and enclosed garden. The secret garden is enclosed
by a brick wall. It is modeled the Garden of Eden and becomes the
Garden of Eden itself with its attributes.

Mary is nicknamed ‘Mistress Mary, quite Contrary’. The phrase
comes from a nursery rhyme which suggests Mistress Mary is the Vir-
gin Mary. In the Middle Ages, the Virgin Mary was compared to a
closed garden. A closed garden has become a metaphor of the Virgin
Mary. The secret garden has been closed for ten years. It suggests the
garden is the garden of the Virgin Mary. She is a symbol of all mater-
nity, so Colin’s mother stays in the garden as a spirit after her death and
invites the children to her.

The secret garden is the Garden of Eden and the Virgin Mary stays
there, so the garden has magical power. Mrs. Burnett used these meta-
phors skillfully and wrote this story not as a religious miracle story but

as a magical fairy tale, so we still enjoy reading it.



