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It is generally accepted that the earliest known nursery rhyme
book is Tommy Thumb'’s Pretty Song Book, (&) and is styled ‘Voll.
Ir.“
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The only surviving copy is in the British Library.
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It is printed partly in red, partly in black, and on its last page bears
the date 1744.®
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The last page (64) is headed “Advertisement”. It has a block of a
child (sex indeterminate) in a three-cornered hat and a skirt, with a
drum near by. He holds an open book on which is written The Child’s
Plaything 1744,

ERVHERSNA TS, $4bDL, [REX—VofilLizothicitsh T
BEMHMUFEZRL TS EEZ OGNS L) T EEBIMIILTNE LD
TH 5,

—%, The Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature iZ

a successor to Tommy Thumb’s Song Book, published by Mary
Cooper of London in 1744 only a few weeks after the first volume.®”
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The book was advertised in the London Evening Post for 17-22
March of that year, but no copy has survived. "
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,and in May the same year a companion volume was advertised as
“Nancy Cock’s Song Book... a Companion to Tommy Thumb'’s and the
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Second Volume of that great and learned Work...
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This Day is publish’d, Price 6 d. bound and gilt, The Second Volume
of Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song-Book, for the diversion of all little
Masters and Misses, to be sung to them by their Nurses, 'till they can
sing themselves. Being very useful to forward Children in their
Tongue, and induce them to read. The Whole curiously engrav'd on
Copper-Plates, and adorn’'d with six Dozen of Pictures, after the De-
signs of some eminent Masters.

Printed according to Act of Parliament; and sold by M. Cooper in

Pater-noster-Row.
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Just over 200 years ago, probably in 1744, was printed the first con-
siderable (though it measures but 3x13/4 in.) nursery rhyme book.
This was Tommy Thumb'’s Pretty Song Book in two volumes. @’
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[1744?] Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song Book. Only the second volume

has survived. ®
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It is generally accepted that the earliest known nursery rhyme
book is Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song Book, of which the only surviving
copy is in the British Museum, and is styled ‘Voll II. An advertise-
ment for it, first discovered by Miss Margaret Weedon, appeared in
The London Eveing Post, 19-22 May 1744.

(Three Centuries of Nursery Rhymes and Poetry for Children)
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In the year 1744, or thereabouts, the London publisher, Mary Coo-
per, brought out at least two, and perhaps three or more, little vol-
umes— (H M%) —which she titled Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song
Book...®"
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In 1744, a London publisher, Mary Cooper, put out at least two, and
perhaps three, tiny volumes under the title Tommy Thumb’s Pretty
Song Book. *®
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Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song Book: Volume II. London: Mary Cooper,
c 1744. (The first known-to-exist book of nursery rhymes.) ®
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The full break with all these prayers at the gates of hell came
around 1744, (h#%) in the shape of a worldly toy of a bok, (&) and
titled Tommy Thumb’s Pretty Song Book. "~
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