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The Government and the Media;
Comparing Communication Strategies of Koizumi and Abe

Keiko TABUSA

Jumonji University

The media has increased its importance in Japanese politics. There
are various developments behind it, institutionally, socioeconomically,
technologically and culturally. The media’s relationship with the
government, or more broadly with political parties and politicians, has also
increased its importance in analyses of Japanese politics. There seems to
have been only one reason behind it, Koizumi Jun’ichiro. His popularity
among the general public and enormously successful 2005 general election
campaign sparked a number of journalistic and academic works focusing
on his media strategy. Many argue that he was extremely good at creating
popular images for himself by manipulating the media, and that he was
exceptional, or “Henjin”. He may have been the first pop idol in Japanese

politics.

In this paper, I review the arguments about Koizumi’s success as a
minority LDP leader, as Prime Minister, and as a political campaigner,
to examine to what extent his success was due to his personal factors.
I also look at more general arguments explaining changes in Japanese
society and political institutions, to see how much of Koizumi’s success
depended on such environmental changes. Then I examine Abe and
his administration’s communication strategy to see to what extent the

strategy, or the lack thereof, contributed to his fall from power.



