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Life-course Strategies in Family Farm

Succession in Austria

Yukiko Otomo

This paper discusses family farm succession strategies in Austria, with
analysis of life course patterns of farm successors. The analysis is based on
qualitative data from semi-structured interviews with 12 farming families
in 2008.

The main findings were as follows. (i) Farm successors choose their
occupation according to individual interests in their early teens. Parents
place their hopes on a child interested in farming, regardless of sex or
birth order. Emotional factors in occupational selection give females
opportunities to become successors. (ii) In Austria children are often
born to unmarried couples. Moreover, although the husband’s parents
traditionally live on the same estate, couples live independently. This
lifestyle helps to relieve the difficulty of successors forming families.
(i) Farmland is transferred to the successor by signing a farm transfer
contract when the manager begins to receive a pension. Co-ownership
and co-management between husband and wife or parent and child are
also common, related to some extent to social insurance law and subsidy
considerations.

The patriarchal farm succession pattern in Austria is changing. This
change is based on social tolerance toward diversity and deviation from
tradition. The social tolerance is assumed to be a strategy in family farm

succession in present-day Austria.






