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How to learn to be early childhood teachers?:

Study on students’ expectation for teacher training
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Abstract

Purpose of this study is as follows, first, to reveal what students expect for teacher training
and what kind of learning is needed. Second, to examine the relation between students
learning attitude and expectation for teacher training. To make questionnaire, preliminary
survey which consisted of interviews with nine teachers working at kindergarten, and 13
university students in an early childhood education course about their experience of student

training was done. Then, items of questionnaire were made. 121 students who belong to
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university course of early childhood education and finish their student teaching in
kindergarten were asked to answer the questionnaire. Factor analysis is conducted, and
factors were abstracted as follows.(1) Students learning (2 factors); “active attitude for self-
reflection and improvement” and “active attitude for adapting themselves to kindergarten
and teachers”.(2) Expectation for teacher training (5 factors): “empathy atmosphere”
“practical advice”, “respect to being as student” “teacher-student communication”, and
“evaluation and instruction”. Correlation was found between students’ learning type and the
expectation. Especially, students whose attitude for self-reflection and improvement, adapting
themselves to kindergarten and teachers was high, they tended to show high expectation for
teacher training.

Key words: types of student teacher learning, In-service learning, professional development
of the early childhood teachers
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