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Michie Tono’s Contribution at the Dawn of

Preschool Education in China
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Abstract

This paper studied the efforts of one of the founders of Bunka Girl's High School, the
predecessor of Jumonji Gakuen, Michie Tono, for preschool education and fostering
kindergarten teachers in China. At the same time, this paper discussed the impact of the
actions by Michie Tono on preschool education in China.

Michie Tono went to China in 1904, and was involved in preparing the establishment
of, and managing a kindergarten. According to historical materials, she used considerable
effort to not only manage the kindergarten but also foster kindergarten teachers. She also

influenced the development of policies for preschool education during the Qing dynasty
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and played a major role in establishing the foundation of the preschool education in China.
The materials revealed that the preschool education was used to assist home education at
that time and was modeled after the Japanese preschool education, which stressed morals
based on Confucianism. This education system had a major effect on the development of the

subsequent preschool education in China.
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