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Development of individuality and collaboration by
young children; analysis of documentation at preschools

and daycare centers in Pistoia, Italy
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Abstract

Early childhood education of the city of Pistoia in Italy is well known for its excellent
practices. Stress on the value of “documentation” is one aspect of its specificity.
Documentation is the visual demonstration of professionals' notions on children's develop-
ment as well as on their practices, and also a tool of reflection, assessment and improve-

ment of their practices. Through analysis of examples of documentation in municipal
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infant schools and daycare centers of Pistoia, this research aims to clarify professionals'
views about child development and their strategies to help a child develop her/his own po-
tentialities. The analysis showed that the environment was prepared so that a child could
develop his/her individuality in pursuit of collaborative relationship with peers, and that
the holistic development of a child was aimed in the practices of professionals. Views on
child development in Japanese early childhood education are discussed in comparison with

these practices of Pistoia.
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