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A Study on Developmental Changes of the Contemporary
Preschoolers: Individual Difference in Developmental Changes
of Results of Teachers' Longitudinally Evaluation over a Period
of Three Years
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Abstract

This study longitudinally examined the individual differences in developmental

changes of contemporary preschoolers over a period of three years. For each of the four in-
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vestigations conducted, the development types were classified by cluster analysis according
to the level or balance of achievement rates for six developmental domains. The results
were as follows: (1) During the first semester of the class for three-year-olds, eight clusters
that exhibited a low level of developmental rates were extracted. (2) During the third se-
mester of the class for three-year-olds, the number of such clusters decreased, and the dif-
ferences between the clusters were relatively larger. (3) During the third semester of the
class for four-year-olds, the number of such clusters increased. This suggested that the in-
dividual differences among the clusters had increased. (4) During the third semester of the
class for five-year-olds, the number of clusters decreased again, and the achievement rate
converged at a high level. On the basis of the above-mentioned results, the factors under-
lying the individual and domain differences were discussed, and a possible developmental

aspect of the class for four-year-olds was examined.
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