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The Role of Public Residential Facilities in a Society with
a Widening Gap between the Rich and the Poor
Part 2: The Present Situation and the Problems Facing the
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Summary

Since the world economic crisis in the autumn of 2008, many workers in Japan have lost their jobs and
places to live. There are five kinds of residential facilities for the poor and needy, provided under the
Public Assistance Law. In 2008, the authors had investigated one of the kinds of these facilities,
“Kyugo Shisetsu”, which had been established in 187 places at the end of FY 2007. This time the
authors carried out research on another type of residential facilities for the poor and the needy, hos-
tels called “Shukusho Teikyo Shisetsu”.

There are 10 such hostels in Japan (5 in Tokyo, 2 in Aichi and 3 in other prefectures) . The authors
visited 9 hostels and the response from the questionnaire was analyzed.

The length of the stay in such hostels in Tokyo is limited to 3 months, and the staff carry out consul-
tation and assistance for the residents in order them to be independent and support themselves. The
hostels in other areas seem to accommodate longer term residents, in some cases there are residents
staying as long as 30 to 40 years. Some of them are over 80 years old. Many of the residents have a
wide range of problems and disorders including domestic violence, lone parenthood, homelessness and

mental illness.



