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Abstract

Since the establishment in 1872 of the Meiji Era educational system, which placed Western music at
the foundation of music education in Japan, a music education history of over 130 years has been ac-
cumulated. Japanese traditional music, which had been passed down over a period of more than 1,000
years prior to the Meiji Era, and hogaku (Japanese classical music), which had flourished among the
general public during this time have survived to the present day not through education in class-

rooms, but through the jemoto (hereditary guild) and apprenticeship systems.

Today, music education in Japan is usually thought to be centered on Western music; however, the
persisting Japanese music culture has significantly influenced the Japanese view of music, making it

difficult to equate Western music in Japan with the view of music in the Western world.

Japanese music is now incorporated into the Japanese education system. However, we believe that it
will be impossible to advance such education without clarifying the differences between Japanese and
Western music cultures. Our research here focuses on the differences among musical scales in

Japanese and Western music.



