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What do children in the 6th grade of the primary school find
from the observing some group of living things for one year

in a natural park close by the school?
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Summary

Today children have a small chance to enjoy insects and plants in their life, and they do

not know how living things live in the field. The authors, one is a teacher of junior and
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senior high school, and the other is teaching at a primary school, tried to lead 40 primary
school 6th graders to observe living things in special science lessons every month from
spring to winter in a field of the Mogusadai Natural Park lying next to their school in
Hino city, Tokyo.

The group of three or four children made their plan and observed the insects, plants,
birds, mushrooms and so on from a new standpoint of living things for one year. The chil-
dren studied in this way with the assistance of the authors and made presentation of their
study to the children in the 5th grade. According to the questionnaire, the authors found
that the children not only learned but also felt how living things live and realized how im-

portant it is for the people, a kind of animal, to live a good life.
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