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The Actual State and Problems on the Children
and family Support Center
— Based on Findings of the Survey
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SUMMARY

The deterioration of the environmental surroundings of children have reached a fairly advanced
stage in these years. We have seen the occurrence of various problems in the wholesome upbringing
of children, for instance, child abuse, nervous breakdown caused by the stress of child care, juvenile
delinquency, refusal to go to school, violent behavior within the family, and the collapse of family, etc.
In the social background of the many problems of family the Child Welfare Low was amended in 1997,
and was added in clause 2, the article 44 as [ the Children and family support center (Jido Katei Shien
Senta)] The children and family support centers are established attached to the five kinds of chil-
dren's welfare institutions, and those centers are opened for 24 hours a day, and throughout year in
the community. Only 59 centers have been founded by the end of March in 2006.

We carried out the study on the actual state of 59 centers in August in 2006, after visit of 5 centers
in prefectures of Saitama, Chiba, Kanagawa, and Tottori. 52 centers filled out the questionnaires.
The respondent rate was 88.1%. By the answers of the study, we knew the enthusiastic and devoted a
activities of the staffs of centers for children and family in each community in the harsh conditions
of centers.

As the result of the study, we would like to suggest that the following 4 problems of centers should
be improved immediately for the development of the welfare of children and family in the community.
(1) Increase of the number of centers, in all children's welfare institutions of 5 kinds which 1040 insti-

tutions have been established, in all prefectures.
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(2) In crease the subsidy as to only about 9 million yen per one center a year.
(3) Improvement about the management, the solution of the problems brought about especially by
the establishing attached with the 5 kinds of children's welfare institutions.

(4) The full-time employment of staffs as the specialist of the social worker, and counselor.



