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From The Garden of Eden to Paradise
—A study of Philippa Pearce, Tom's Midnight Garden—

PHEEAUSR
Kiyomi NISHIZAWA
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ABSTRUCT

Philippa Pearce wrote about the influence of time on human beings in her story, Tom's
Midnight Garden, 1958, because it is very difficult for children to understand that children
will be adults, and adults were once children. Time in our world proceeds to death but time
in the midnight garden is quite different from ours. The key word of the story is the
phrase “Time No Longer” written on the golden pendulum of the big grandfather's clock
in the hall. The phrase is from the Bible, the Revelation of John. When the clock tells the
time 13 o'clock, the beautiful garden appears and Tom and Hatty play there. Tom tries to
solve the mystery of time in the midnight garden by this key word.

The midnight garden is written as the Garden of Eden, so time there is eternal. Tom
wants to play there with Hatty forever. But Tom finds the midnight garden exists in the
dream of old Mrs. Bartholomew who was once the girl Hatty. For children like Tom and
Hatty, the garden is the Garden of Eden, but for old Mrs. Bartholomew the garden is
Paradise in heaven where the dead go.

This story shows us the life of human beings from childhood to old age in an instant
when Tom hugs old Mrs. Bartholomew. The midnight garden is the Garden of Eden where

innocent children can play and Paradise where adults can rest after long hard lives.
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