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The influence of actor's social status on sanctions

against intentional and unintentional deviant behaviors

Jaf] SR
Fumiaki KAZAMA

The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of actor's social status on sanctions
against intentional and unintentional deviant behaviors. Four hundred and eight undergradu-
ate students participated in the questionnaire-type experiment (the final sample was 400 stu-
dents). They read a vignette about a deviant behavior, manslaughter or assault and battery,
and judged the term of imprisonment imposed on the actor as a sanction. As experimental
factors, actor's social status (high or low), the intention of deviant behavior (intentional or
unintentional) and the severity of deviant behavior (severe or mild) were manipulated. The
results were as follows: In the case of an unintentional deviant behavior, when the deviance
was severe, the term of imprisonment imposed on a high-status actor was shorter than on a
low-status one, but when the deviance was mild, no effect of the social status was found. On
the other hand, in the case of an intentional deviant behavior, no effect of the social status on
the term of imprisonment was found regardless of whether the deviance was severe or mild.
These results suggest that when the intention of deviance is clear, the advantage of the high
status in the sanction, which is found for the unintentional deviant behavior, disappears.

They are discussed in the terms of cognitive consistency or idiosyncrasy credit.
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