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How One-year-old Toddlers Try to Make Their Peers
Understand Their Meaning in Joint Pretend Play?
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Strategies taken by toddlers to make their peers understand pretense
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EXEE

Children in the second year of life begin sym-
bolic play with peers soon after the emergence
of representation and symbolic function.
Although sharing of pretense is not always
successful, they are eager to play together. In
these early pretend plays, what kinds of infor-
mation do toddlers give their partner to make
him/her understand that the play deals with
representations instead of physical world?
What strategies do they use to share their
meaning of pretense with their partner?
Observation and video recording were con-
ducted at two first-year classes of a daycare
center. Six episodes of dyadic pretend plays by
15-20 months olds were selected and tran-
scribed. For each episode, children's behavior
and their interaction were analyzed. The re-
sults showed that the one who began a pretense
made various efforts to persuade the other to
share; invite him/her into play, demonstrate
his/her pretense, emphasize or clarify his/her
way of pretending, persuade the partner to
modify his/her pretense, regulate his/her own
action to coordinate to the partner, and give
agreement when the partner shares the mean-
ing. They showed these efforts through non-
verbal behavior such as gestures, laughing,
vocal tone, exaggerated actions, pointing, re-
peat of behavior, and imitation. It was sug-
gested that

contribute to the development of symbolic

interaction with peers could

function as well as social understanding even

for one-year-olds.
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