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SUMMARY

With the economic development of Japan, due to the deterioration of the environ-
mental surroundings of children, mainly in cities, and the increase in working moth-
ers, we have seen the occurrence of various problems in the wholesome upbringing of
children. Because of the feeling of in security which is further promoting small fami-
lies, in order to counter difficulties in child-birth and nursing, the Angel Plan was
drawn up in December, 1994 by 4 Ministries, including the Ministry of Public Welfare.
That pared the way for childcare in society as a whole and aimed to build a childcare

supporting society. After the Angel Plan some laws were enacted for child care
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support, because of the decline in the number of births and in the total specific birth
rate.

BEspecially the number of children in Tokyo Metropolis has been declining every
year. The total specific birthrate of 1.02 in 2001 is the lowest in the country. (1.32
national) In Tokyo Metropolis as well as in other countries, there have been wide-
ranging concerns related to the psychological and economic burdens of child rearing
that have become apparent. In recent years, cases of child abuse that have needed
counseling have increased sharply, both in number and in gravity.

In response to these problems, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government has promoted
a shift to high quality and user-oriented services by improving the urban day care
services, such as the Tokyo Style certified day center system, so facilitating a transi-

tion to a social child rearing system.
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