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ABSTRACT
A Case Study on Teaching Effect for Care work with the Participation of the
Mentally Handicapped people

In the care work and welfare education, after the revision of curriculum
in 2000, a teaching method which aims for the independence and
participation in the society of mentally handicapped persons has been on
its way to being developed.
It is said that there are around 70,000 mentally handicapped persons who
have no choice but to be kept in hospital, not because of their illness but
of Japan's social conditions, such as lack of preparations to accept these
persons. Therefore, great expectations are held for qualified care

workers in order to take care of these persons in the communities or
facilities.
However, it has been pointed out that sufficient reconstruction of the
image of care-service users, as the premise for actual care is difficult in
the current conditions, which in the training course, the
total class hours are far from enough and the practical training is not
required. Even young students have already begun to have a fixed idea of
negative images of mentally handicapped persons.
In this text, it is clarified that in comparison with lessons with no
interaction with mentally handicapped persons, lessons including contact
with such persons, as well as visits to mental hospitals and volunteer
activities helped improve students' image of the mentally handicapped
persons. In addition, these lessons were reviewed and the factors of the
improvement were examined. As a result, (1) effect of learning with deep
impressions through five senses, (2) improvement of insight of themselves,
(3) improvement of understanding service users, (4) contribution for studying

motivation with respect are supposed.



