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* About the Americanization of Mother Goose
* * Toshio FUJINO, the Course of English Language & Literature
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My. Editor:—Your correspondent, N.B.S., has so decisively given a quietus to the question as to the
birthplace of Cotton Mather, that there is no danger of its ever being revived again. But there is another
question of equal importance to many, to the literary world in particular, which should in like manner

be put to rest. Who was Mother Goose? and when were her melodies first given to the world?

& FEX USSR K Td B Cotton Mather (1663~1728) (CE M L7225 757 12hE ) .

Many persons imagine that Mothre Goose is a myth,—that no such person ever existed. This is a
mistake. Mother Goose was not only a veritable personage, but was born and resided many years in
Boston, ... (%)

The first book of the kind known to be printed in this country bears the title of “Songs for the Nursery;
or, Mother Goose's Melodies for Children.” Something probably intended to represent a goose with a very
long neck and mouth wide open, covered large part of the title page, at the bottom of which, Printed by
T. Fleet, at his printing house, Pudding lane, 1719. Price, two coppers. Several pages were missing, so that
the whole number could not be ascertained.
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~~~~~~ Mother Goose, like all good grandmothers, was in ecstasies at the event; her joy was unbounded;
she spent her whole time in the nursery, and in wandering about the house, pouring forth, in not the most
melodious strains, the songs and ditties which she had learned in her younger days, greatly to the
annoyance of the whole neighorhood—to Fleet in particular, who was a man fond of quiet. It was in vain
he exhausted his shafts of wit and ridicule, and every expedient he could devise: it was of no use—the
old lady was not thus to be put down; so, like others similarly situated, he was obliged to submit. His
shrewdness, however, did not forsake him; from this seeming evil he contrived to educe some good; he
conceived the idea of collecting the songs and ditties as they came from his mother, and such as he could
gather from other sources, and publishing them for the benefit of the world—not forgetting himself. This
he did—and thus “ Mothe Goose’s Melodies” were brought forth. The adoption of this title was in derision
of his good mother-in-law, and was perfectly characteristic of the man, as he was never known to spare

his nearest friends in his raillery, or when he could excite laughter at their expense.
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------ it may well be doubted whether any one, or all of them, together, have passed through many
editions,—been read by so many hundreds of thousands, not to say millions,—put so many persons to
sleep, or in general done so much good to the world as the simple melodies of the other. REQUIES-
CAT.
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This story, possibly because with its attendant details it is such an entertaining story, continues to
have wide circulation.??
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John Fleet Eliot’s story was soon taken up and printed as fact in reference books and introductions to
new Mother Goose books.??
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KIZZ DAY 1F 720132 A Dictionary of the Noted Names of Fiction® (18664E) Tk
%, ‘Mother Goose’ DT, ‘1. The feigned narrator of a celebrated volume of fairy tales
(“Contes de ma Mere I’ Oye”), written by Charles Perrault, (L1l F#%) . 2. The fictious writer
or compiler of the collection of ancient nursery rhymes known as “Mother Goose’s
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This “Mother Goose” is not an imaginary personage, as is commanly supposed. She belonged to a
wealthy family in Boston, Massachusetts;, where she was born, and resided for many years.

2B E ). Bk ‘Mother Goose, like all good grandmother, was in ecstasies (Hl%) ...,
and publishing them for the benefit of the world not forgetting himself.” D% ——
his mother # his good mother-in-law & ZJ1IEL 727213 T——% > < WEBIHL 72 LT, 512

This he did, and soon brought out a book, the earliest known edition of which bears the following title:
“Songs for the Nursery; or, Mother Goose’ s Melodies for Children. Printed by T.Fleet, at his Printing
~house, Pudding Lane (now Devonshire Street), 1719 Price, two coppers.”
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About the year 1856, a gentleman of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts Historical Society, while
examining a file of old newspapers in the Library of the American Antiquarian Society, at Worcester,

came across a dilapidated copy of the original edition of “Mother Goose’s Melodies.”
V) FREROBHEICIRE Y .

In sending out this little anthology of “unconsidered trifles,” the editor is aware that Mr.Gradgrind
will censure him for his indifference to the realities and facts and calculations which are the proper
pabulum of the infant mind, and will accuse him of aspiring

“To suckle fools and chronicle small beer;”



but he is content to submit the book to the verdict of the nursery and of those “children of a large
growth” for whom the associations connected with the nursery have not lost all their charm.
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MOTHER GOOSE——clarum et venerabile nomen—is not an imaginary personage, as is commonly
supposed. She was born and died at a good old age in Boston, Massachusetts. Although no “blue blood”
ran in her veins, the family to which she belonged was respectable and proverbially wealthy.

bt GESUIN

Issac Goose, the brother of Mrs. Fleet, and the oldest son of “Mother Goose,” was a ship-joiner. He
married, in 1734 or earlier, somebody named Elizabeth, of Stoughton, by whom he had several children.
The last of these, a daughter, died in June, 1807, and with her the name, but not the fame, of Goose

became extinct.
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Thomas Fleet, Sen., was the putative compiler of Mother Goose’s Melodies, which he first published in
1719. Among the entries of marriages in the City Registry, under date of June 8, 1715, is that of Thomas
Fleet to Elizabeth Goose, and the idea of the collection is said to have arisen from hearing his mother
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-in-law repeat nursery rhymes to his children. It was characteristic of the man to make such a collection;
and the first book of the kind known to have been printed in this country bears his imprint, and the title
of Songs for the Nursery, or Mother Goose’s Melodies for Children. The name of Goose is now extinct
in Boston, but monuments remaining in the Granary burial ground in that city mark the family resting

place.
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Some over-wise people have tried to place the dame among the myths, but Mother Goose was a person,
and, more than that, a person of Boston, of wealth, and respectability, and warm affection, and sung
songs, of most of them imputed to her, to amuse her own little grandchild, in whom she much delighted.

(F#%) Thomas, being a shrewd man, at last thought he might make a little fun, and perhaps some
money, out of songs, besides indulging in a little malicious feeling against his mother-in-law, by
publishing her nonsensical rhymes, as he regarded them; and therefore he gathered them together in a
small pamphlet, and issued them with the following title: “Songs for the Nursery; or, Mother Goose’s
Melodies for Children. Printed by T.Fleet, at his Printing House, Pudding Lane. 1719. Prince two

coppers.”
L [= =T —=2=T ) A Nil] "EETHIPDLEIITHEMENTEDTH 5,
3. 1880ZEfE

18794F 12 OB H W X 172 Mother Goose’s Melodies, ov Songs for the Nuesery?® ‘Edited by
William A.Wheeler’ & BIFLE LT, 1880FRADICHIR S 11T 5,
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Professor Child,* in a letter dated 25th February 1886, wrote to me: ‘A collection of nursery songs was
made in Boston as early as 1719: Songs for the Nursery, or Mother Goose’s Melodies for Childven.’” A copy
was said to have been discovered in an old antiquarian library not very long ago, but afterwards could
not be found. (H#%) I have ordered one which used to be sold in Boston, and will send it as soon as it
comes to hand.
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One Christmas, 1876, Rev. J.M. Manning gave a lecture in which he innocently repeated all of Mr.
Wheeler's fiction, winding up with a proposed epitaph.*?
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(1)Boston Transcript D¥FE#Hs, Thomas Fleet? U\ $&I2 & 72 % John Fleet Eliot T4 %
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..no records of the book or broadside appear in that library’s catalogue; repeated advertisements and

researches have failed to bring it to light; and no other copy has ever been found elsewhere.**
LWV ZET,

Nothing has since been heard of it, and the only safe conclusion is that it never existed, except in the

imagination of the supposed discovery.**

EEZLNDIZESTHWDEDTH D,

& Gz R o William H. Whitmore (1836-1900) 13, H-< L 18734z [ =W — 7 — 2 =
T AN A NG ICEFEEIE 230, 18894 ML L 72 The Original Mother Goose’s Melody®®1Z
{113 72 ‘Preface’ Hh T i

I desire to dismiss, entirely, the idea that Mother Goose was a name which originated in Boston, Mass.
(11m%) Repeated searches at Worcester have failed to bring to light this supposed copy, and no record
of it appears on any catalogue there. No other copy has ever been discoveredd elsewhere, and it seems

reasonable to suppose that Mr. Eliot misunderstood the remarks made to him.
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Now, every part of this legend is purely imaginable. (##%) But he (=Mr. Wheeler) invested her with
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imaginary qualities and thus made out a very pleasing fable.
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All About Mother Goose(Vincent Starrett, The Apellicon Press, 1930)
A Dictionary of Books Relating to America (Printed for the Bibliographcal Society of America, 1932)
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‘The Legend of Mother Goose’ ( Yankee, June, 1954)

“The True Story of Elizabeth Goose’ ( Yankee, December, 1969)
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