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Comedic Devices in “The Importance of Being Earnest”
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25

AFgTidA A — - T4V F (Oscar Wilde, 1854-1900) @ [ETE H 230 (The Importance of
Being Earnest, 1895) 1ZBIF5%E0% 725 TAENFIZOWTERE T 5, T AV FANEE L TW7-191k
RO 2 AN - Y FTIE, Y17 M) THRGERBBAS - A L o ZREEEO T A 5V
A b= =P ENRT V2o HIZZDRHICE DY CTRMBENEZ 2RV AALMEEA AT 52 &
Ty NGBIER L ro 720 I Y B L 72 TEE B0 (The Importance of Being Earnest,
1895) 1%, i 3TEMUEICAROE . REHELFFE SN HISTEE RE SRR L 0E. BB FH
AR ENTVEETH L, BEEFRESEONL L) L —reBilidn ., BRIEVEL LT
HENFDHER B 22 e o HEBNTDVEDE LTHITENLIDIE, BN ERIROKETH 5. B
28 o TRENIZHEFRE Z 200 AR B8, =R 7IVICHBEIN TS L) ThLHH, £
HEHRTIED Y AW F 2y AOMANIED > TVb, BEHZZ EARERH I, JERHHEAH R
12, Bl 2 LRI b NS, FHADRAD SNZEIETH B A Trivial Comedy for Serious People
PO LFAIND L2, TOFBAENREROZEICL > T, 7V a THEMEL. BWER. A%
T 574NV FOFEHEPTRDOSENT WS, LIFEVODL, FIUIERANEEZH I TL LAENE S
Vo 20HELTIE, HEBHWEHEZ DWEYRFEOHbON T THE, A== LTEN
LAWY MT &, 740V FOFVEFRIFEMAEBE SN0, A=) —OmIBILTESL 25
LB LAWELADPAEL L, TAN FIIEVEFE ) HIT 2D AL 2 LT, Mol Akifl~o
RiEfaZ DU [ ] [ L] vy AMPEEFN DS IC L THRHOAROMIOEE %,
BB HIZGZ TR EEZLND,

L ®IC

i NEL WEFROTEEIZB VT, TTICEOZEMBL, 5T Aok RO Tw ot A
J1—+ T4V (Oscar Wilde, 1854-1900) (&, 18924\ HEE DM R 2 #H & L7 E =B (comedy
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of manners ¥ 7213 ‘social comedies)’ fEfh [ 4 » ¥ I 7WMFADOF] (Lady Windermere’s Fan,
1892) % B L. BIERE L CHL 20T %23l T52 b b holze ZOEMEREIVIC4ERD ) BIC
FE L 4EmIE. BREORIEH-72b00ngTNb Re vy MEmEFS I, SNBSS EY = X

LY FRIZEDET,

¥'—%— - LA ¥E— (Peter Raby, 1939-) b8 L T\ %45, 180FEMRDOIEERIMER - BILEE L
7B CH B OMEMEHERIZOE LD, HLWIEAYY v 7 - £ Tt (Henrik Ibsen, 1828-1906) iy
20) 7)) ALGEE, FIRBEREA A BT A8 B TEA IS AR IR L 2
Lol TANVNIET 28— =AYV v —DTa—Y - 7TLFH ¥ — (George Alexander
1858-1918) & FafilA, B LML A/ BAMRREE L TR LEHEB 2 AEL 2o RS2 HE S 5720
W& 7 M) THIEMEE A SR ) AATRER ISR o T B 2 EPNETH ), [EH H 20
(The Importance of Being Earnest, 1895) X W EiD 3VEDO TV 74 ¥ 7%, #IBEEN T WHW 5K
B P W HIREK T, L2205 [EMBG] ICEL Tk, EEont B2 T, &KIEDS
BEAONE L) RIEHNLRHED 2, TXRTAELDONTwEF 2y AOMA Y LT o N
bo Ya—3 - N—F—F - a— (George Bernard Shaw, 1856-1950) % & L&, #EDO/EMIIxT LT
RREEZ I FETZ LD DOk LWHEH S & o 7225, 81 SMEMLL RICEIE D 5 3IFFOERTH ) . FF
4 HORMEZEOTRICE 2T AV FEFH ECTREIGIIRAY THotze T2 TLXIT V¥ —LOdmr
B, ZOHEENDIZTANVFEEDLMEL TV W) DS, T4V FPEERE LTl L&
T olzZ ENZOIERMP S I DD DEEZ LN,

[EEAHO] CBWTT AV FEEPE L7BEEZRLECLT7 72y 7 83EDL )b D
THo7Dhe MBZIUIEETIBEZBT L. EVDIRNEFIEIAATV 72D T AV RO
Vi L7205 TEBOMAENTIZOWT, KRETIEEA L 2 RNEEL .. BENEEZ OW-EA L
FKHIZEHLTERL AL,

1 BEAMEBIZE>STOEEE T 7 —DHEHR

WEOHLTLIIRDE ) B LDTH L, FARWHFELEDY v v 7 (Jack / Jonh Worthing J.P.) |
REQHT — AL (Ernest) IZRWIAT EWHHFET, HELHT Y FUAN#ED mﬁiéoﬁf
BEHSZT7T— A AMEEZED, RAOT VY ¥ — 7~ (Algernon Moncrieff) Wk Zn 7T FL >
(Gwendolen Fairfax) Y% % L TwWh, #h»S [EMBEZLR] LW BEREZFO7T -2 A ML W4
@%ﬁt@ﬁﬁ%\%#6mﬂﬁwtk%#éﬂflﬁ¢é B2y FLYORE TS v 7 2V
F N (Lady Bracknell) 12, HAFIETTFTH Y, SEOFIZANSNTHIEDORD 7 10— 7 h 6 /1O
%ﬂt@ﬁ\&w5%@iﬁ%¢é&ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂéﬂéo

Ty v 7 dHETE Y ) — (Cecily Cardew) &WIHISHEDOLDTFOHBEANE LTS, TILVY v —
VR FEDOZ BB R LICEEERL, Dy vy 7OBT— A A MIEDFEELT, LYY —DWD
Vy v OHEORBESNL, TV v —/ dE ) —EFEIILLD, EPST A A EW
AZEDY X v 7 DBIZ, BIRHPLBENIHFN T HEHITON, TIVY v —/ vy a4l
bo I Vv 2 PHEORBIZEY, BIZZZ Y FL Y I Yy v 7 E2BwRnY, 77 v 7 AV
KA ZDOHEB>TR>TL bo

EEPEGLIZEIAHT, T—FAMEVIHIKOBBIFELEWI EPHLRERD, Prvv o)
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TNT v — 7 v OREIEERIIRIC R D T B ET2AD V) —OREHFE L TWDE T ) XA
(Miss Prism) &, YEI7 VT ¥ — 7 U PMESCRIICE D T2, BOO/MRE N =7 —I1ZA
N, RAFOY v v 7 #FOHIZANT, BRIZERTETLE- 7 <‘:\/V) WEEBRET L, Yy v iR
TN v =/ VOHET, ZHDT—AAREL W) ZERGHD, BREEESTWIZEREETH-
ToEHPEINT, IRTUFRTHEVIHIFHELTH S,

[ 1 v ITHMRAORE] Tl ROPAF Y ¥ I ALBEAFEOREE, BLVWERICHL Z L
PHICLAERLR, 71 0¥ 3 7HFAN (Lady Margaret Windermere) 1%, PARiZ 5 B FE %
?-lﬂ_‘“(b)é 57\‘_ 1)~k VW (Lord Darlington) @b &~ED ., AP S IZE NS L) RIKR
IZH 5 AATLE) [HEOR] TH, ROBEORIEZH 72TV 5 — KA (Lady
Gertrude Chlltern) X, Ro#EE 2SS B> S EHBN 2 RIFZLEFIN T2 hb 5
. RBOFEREEANZ 2. BN HIREBRALLBIE/-HL, HOOBEBICRELRRESRAONS
Wb,

LZA) [EEESHL] CEH A 60EHTAEEL 250 L) 2BIEOLEET L &
bOTL R, T2, BIEBAT LB LVBIEIL 2> T, [AEIZBWT2EIL 20 DE K
BHEHIC, ERHZ DO MEICEREICOFE S % <) ] “we should treat all the trivial things of life
very seriously, and all the serious things of life with sincere and studied triviality”? &9 74 )L Ko
FERIZHE LT, HEBRAOMMBEB 2 L, BETIIZNMNLROT LS FTbN s, 23Tz ME
12y B AW B IEEFNIHY M AEwm T 5T v vy AOWADIEA S,

T3, RAOMEIIY Yy 70HIEYV#EHD? L, 77 v 7 ANV NIEORIEHF & LTRSS
DLWNREIDEHITT 572012, V¥ v ZI2WLOPEME T A5, WL WI E0h5 L,
MHE L NEVEW) Z L [REBED XS Ko “That seems like carelessness”. (266) " &, Ao
FABALLZEDDLIRE Do MY v v 71, HEPBELFICANT, #r ORIV BT LI
NTBILaROLND, NHDPBEWALSNIHFETHY ., FhRERWIZE0L LTHRbIATWE Z L
W5

/. FZUPFL eV =DT—F AP EV) BEIZEPIVTHFZF & 124 2 RIRED S
BIEIZZRI Y 22w 7 7 ¥y =W FIEEEPEPN TV D 2 EICHEIIAIhENDb, HIZ, 7
FAPEC)INIPEEL LW EPHSPIC R o EDTV Y v 7 ET VI Y — ) YORIBIZ, Z0
FHIEMLZ LV EOD LR D, TNETNOBBEEVPHO 2L o722 8T, 2 NEbFE T
ERODIT LN, MHEESZOMIKE L TENPIRKATAZETRELFITLHIET S, AED
TATYT AT 4 ERBLHMOMED, ZOB/ETIIENEDI 2V DERD, HOOHEIIEDLYE
TEHETRLZMEIENLDE L TELZLENTWVS, 2L T, BHERIFLVEGES 2 ONIETDH
LT EZIFLIET, T=FA ML WVIZETICANL ) ETL50TH L, HEMFICBVTHTH
HTHDHIERRTIIFEEAIN TV S R, MELRBEEAD Z0ERE RWCTEXW 2 S DI8E
TR VEREILE > T\ b,

%LT BIHARICIZE R CEEE TR R, 740V FOW) [AEEE7% 4] plain woman' & #& 12V

TN ALDB/ENPPEND T LT, REDEETHLT T v 7 A NVHMRAORKIEOHL B %,
%@ﬂftwﬁ@ﬁ\7quﬁﬁ%Ltky%xy&w&mﬁ®ﬁﬁ%NE—w—mxﬂ\ﬁ%%b
TWIRAFOY v v 7 Z8UIZAN, BROZ 0= ZICEZENTETLEo2E V) HikFETH S,
ZWWETAN RO 2—1) ¥ VAR R R Y L7V Y a TR T LIS H 5 D 7208,

(v (v
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DB\BEOIE Y — FIZBWTHAEMPFEHR SN, BEOMRTIZRI Y 2 2 WNEIFESN L, Z LT,

T ZALDRIIMbNEEZ A, Yy v 2 b 7TV FLUORIBOBEFZR)BRE, 75 v 7 AV
FNTURNI RS 7BHEZRIRT LB TE, MFIIFEREDILOTEZoNTELEDTHL, €L
T, 7Y RLBELHEfF ¥ 7V (Rev. Canon Chasuble, D.D.) &fEiEN5s 2 1240, B
BIZESTRANEIICARZ D, LD DB L WEENOIRRINS Z LIl b,

ZO L) BFEMF LIIMMELEE L, EEBRIERE 25 L0 RERETIE. BlExd AT bEodD
RGBS NZREZOMRATHD L EFEKL, HORMTBI > TV HRFEZFBIHTL L
W% 5. 2E0 . BERAWLELEPERNT AEEE ZOMEKIS., B LG L OEMTEHE L. BliKE
BIEBALOLL b, ZLTEALEOMREL RV EZADROHG LW EEL T2 &9
WRBDTHb, TOME., HEMRLOF vy v TRBERBAWZLOBPSEEL LD, BuNL B
D GRS R 72 5o

2 ANEEBICRHIhBZIET T LERE

The Cambridge Companion to Oscar Wilde (1997) @ “The Importance of Being Earnest ®DZEDH T
Ttk Yyv sy (Russell Jackson) &3 3 —D/85 Ky 7071 L L 25RO L9
(2B RT W5,

Wilde’s [paradoxes and parodies] seem constantly to undermine the very idea of seriousness.”

TANVEKED OXF FZ7 2807 4) Iz TEICEMBLZEZ2HRET L L) TH Do

TANVRIEEY 3 — L3 BICEZICEZ SELDOTII R, BLIEES amuse’ Bl Z M 21ERK &
LTAREHL72DOTHED, V¥ 27V PR TwE L) ICBBRPEEHICERZF) hd— v RRH
MOEHZTHESEZRSVTEEL LI IZLEIT TS,

T AN FEEZRNLLEAD R BANCEAZES., T ANEETELLOFIHENI T TICH
ENTWD, TOMEMTD T AN FIIMBOERFERKIC, LD LE 7T AE2KLTWE, 74 v M
BALRHEOEZEAIEREZH OV TWRE L) N, DX 7V VPR Tw3 L)z, BH AW E0M
BRENENDVBIPNTVALIRREZREFA TEZAL L, FHRBYVOEIME ZE®R2SIE TN, TEL
AERELD LI BEFE LTHIZTL %,

V)=V vy JIEOENT A=V AV DY ALY V=R T VY v — ) YR
ET, Vr vy Y OEEBEEINDL I LR DLOEN, FOFELEMOWAEERICT VY v — 2 YidK
DEHBEELRINIT b,

The truth is rarely pure and never simple. (258)
BHEIBE I TR CEMTHL Z P LThv,

FIIZTNT v — ) PR RY — (Bunbury) EWAZEZEDO AW EIED T, BEOEERLZFD
GHEEFEH LGRS, Py v V7RABOTA 7AZ A VEELATVL, 2F), T TOEFEIIESD
W, B OTEAEOZIEERLTBY, TNHEEEL. BIEL TV, T JIIENE, B 2E

-
—
-

—
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ETAEBHAEDRNTIVY a TINE 2 o 2 NI 2304 S 2 D720, T8 1) OFEED
SIBEENSA A=V ERALDHY, MELATEKLLIFETH S,

DX v s ETNY = YORMGEOFIERO L) LI TAbH L, T FLUICTRNTEE
LT 72Dk, TUVYv— /) V3T vy ZIZHEDPDLDED, Uy oy 23RSk, B
FEEERDRETIILVEEZTWEZD, TVY ¥ — ) Y OEMEANDELTHENF 28T 5. 05
LTV vy ZIERDEHIZEZ D,

The only way to behave to woman is to make love to her, if she is pretty, and to someone else if
she is plain. (269)
720720 DDTEANDIRLFE VT, ELTHIIFHAL DN EmTHIUITME 13

2T plain’ &\ ) HEEIL, TANV KR =) ¥ VM o o, BEBEOR, BEH R
Ha KB T LRIMEHT2EET, 7V a T ZFOEANOIHAZ ZIZIEAD 5T 5,
T, Ab—1) —OHTORFTEEZDLEEVEFIRIATOH L, Vv v 73 LMEITHL T, BEEE
EIORNENE) TRV ZEE LTHEETL0E0, TVI ¥ — 7 Yid [ZEANOFRL NS Lwv)
BELTEHED T, TOLHIIEZ TV D, MHESTNTWT, [KFESVAE> T\, £ T
7%, PERBVICEREZEZ L L, FERLEESTHY ., HEWIIZY 77— L SNEERBE, KiEEDH
DOFFIIHELAL-SETH) ., FOFEREELSEVITETND,

WOEE L, T ALHBURNNIHEZ NP HL eV IFELEr T ) —ICLzERICHT 5T
V7S ATHb, ) —1ZT7) ALD/NHIZNYE— - TV FU2 LW L2 HHET L, LoD
b, VY —@NnvE— - TV FORREFE T, Z)VIH/RHICEDoPY LTLE) EWVHDTH
o THET)ZALIERDENIZE

The good ended happily, and the bad unhappily. That is what Fiction means. (273)
ERZ NEFEIC, BEAIAESISED L, 2RV (EVEE) L) bo,

CZIZiE, UEOBIFBEENLRHEINO D D /NHATFE N D BENIIKTT 5. MEETFE T AV FORGEH
ENTODBOEN, RRPOEZDLE TV ALIZDO L) RAHEZLROZ L L LTZITIEDTW S,
LA, BE,PSTIUE, FEAERZALBETIILZVWEW) TG o TWAELD, TYUXLD
HEFHEALLL 20N, HESEZELEVDSIEINLIDTH D,

ZOEHII, BE. TS T LAMNREEICOEEL T T L, TENEHEY DV TV THEA
EELUONDLOEDN, TOFENFEOLNLBEOELG N6 ORAREREEOTENLE L L ZE
T, HAEBICE®RZZITRLZ L LD, BURIENRPTVI-ETARTEL L TEWTL b,

TANVFEERO L) R—RAT2 Lt ERBICEZZROT L) REHE, BEVITEZ D L) 12, BH
HTREEDPOEBEE 5 R_ESIT LI E LTV LDD5 05, EWEANRBIZEEFES T, Hidd<
POEbL NN LFTERI, HETIO0F0BEREPFINCEZL LN OLBELZHL b,

FIYRLY ERI)=DW2ANEBT =AMLV BEERSRESNZE LT, MHEEEVEHFWVIC
ThHDIEN, FOREIRD LI RHEVPELT 5.
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CECILY. Do you suggest, Miss Fairfax, that I entrapped Ernest into an engagement? How dare
you? This is no time for wearing the shallow mask of manners. When I see a spade I call it a
spade.

GWENDLEN. (Satirically.) I am glad to say that I have never seen a spade. It is obvious that our
social spheres have been widely different. (288-9)

)= T2T T T IAS A BT —AANELTLUENSELLBoTwHo L2 3
D?ELCDBZALILZ? BITELICHAE TV AEE L vbia, #ix a6 FhbET
b 59 b,

TIYRLY., (BRSIEL,) FEERI LI, INFETHEARALZ LD VDL, HENIIHD
D ZEHFAIIRE <#H L9 Ao

‘call a spade a spade’ 1 [HICKEER] EREN, HMiLTIZHVOFEEE) L VIHIEKRTHL,
VY —RBREICHLOHTEFEBEZANT T LY FLUIER DI 7205, IR Zidihd a2 9w
#%k\wMe%%ﬁLU@gﬁ’k%if‘%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁbtﬂ%%¢%oﬁﬁ\%
WHEDHS EHEDBETE 72 ) —OBREZ T 5 Z L IFHEEAEZ T ErEV-BE)S
anu\%’\ﬁﬁmw DEHBLE) E LTV,
F720, TANVFEIOERICBWTEL L Lo TEVONEL T AHHIT2 RE TS, kOEL
Box v 7 ET VT Y= YORFEOHFT, AKHITL» N2 RFERT, Aot dRhnEEoTn3
TN XY=/ YIPEIGHTH S,

It is simply washing one’s clean linen in public. (259)

FIUERSUATO R & % B TwB 721372,

‘wash one’s dirty linen in public’'i& [HEGOILZ M) &) BHROBEERHTH L, TVIv—/
3 dirty’ 7 ‘clean’ EE IR THEE DL Lo TWADITER, REF LN ONTWLDIZETIEAR
(L BB, BVTHLETAN NIRRT ADTRZ TS, ZOFT RIS, TV v — ) VidrTy
FLYERIEL 72> T0A T Y v 712, 2ADEL 0P TN _EAEETLL912%5 LIRAT
HETREHNIZE D,

In married life three is company and two is none. (259)
FEEAEICBWT 3 ATIEFEM. 2 ATldmE,

“Two is company, three is a none (or crowd or trumpery). [ 2 AdEVER, 3 AdMEEIR] v
I EOETE ANE K’Cb\é@tﬁ\ CTEAESHWOMMKTH D LV IHEN ST T IZBE AR A TS
S0, FBFEEZR U CTEZ LB TH D, B, ZOBI Y v Z7IE3ATHBTHL V) 28T T
5>xﬁ%ﬁﬁfm$ﬁﬂﬁﬁtbf§t@ HCHDHI L HBZ, TVY Y —/ YIZZOMHGHE %
4#UZ®%@#$ FOFEHTHI L TE L L 2T 5, URDAF) AANDBERYZT AV
TR LTV D720, 2OBEEEZIFFELELTHIDOTIEZRL, HETEVORE L TRHK
5ow#%0ﬁw%&5%%@%éﬁf‘mﬁtﬁﬂé@f@éo
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KOBBERETH S, P v 2372y FLYICKRIET L7010y FUy~HTE/2%2T L
V= NURZHE RIBIEVAATH N EBIIU< Y F o o220 TREVWET VY v— 2 ViZ
Bho TLTY vy ZH, BHBHHF ST ONIZ EAFEICTLIERDLIIZE D

Divorces are made in Heaven. (255)

BESIIROB LA Lo

Ziu [T RETR SNAS] LS NS5, Marriages are made in heaven. @ ‘marriages %
‘divorces’ |2 X2 T, BEEDO T 2NEMIITHRRICRE L LTV Y — ) VIdEZATnb, BERH
KMHAL R EDOFRMIZ L o THEHADR R EN Tz, BEHEORKRENOBRERARD D EBEFHE) o 7255
COEER XoNITICHHE L EBO L LU YT v ThDHAGE FAMEIZ OV T ERAE: <
CEEAL. FEET QICEZ THFICHERROMEY Z U EZEZ STV EIIZLTnD, HL
FTLHEED Lot ABO R LE L) ICHFEI SO TH 5,

BbHWIC

(B HASHO) 2BV T, BREAW 2B E» N TWAIRHRE L B4, EEBICERL, 71
WV RROEBEOMLBENFIZONWTERE L THD, TNHIRBRIZEVEL LT HE T R-L T,
BEHIZE > THEGHTROEFZ—RY) 7VICHEBLTWA X5 T, EdMbHEE s L7 (85
DOEDT ) AL (Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There, 1871) O X5 %)t~
AOMAEERIZLTVEY, LT, 20HEETES AW BHETB I ATV SLER,
LARKFIZLTWLEE., BEIEDLDVLE LWL DIZHS LYo TS, ZOHT, £ 0¥
BHEHEZ OWAEREN, EHICIEFERR-FHPHTL 20720, #hs HERRTRibR
LDEMIZACHITONT, MELAZEVHEL TS, BIE/bid. HO-bhEEO 22— ¥ U
1DV B R, F LT, BESLRWRMEZ LI Bl ANAD ST WS Z ED5h o Tw
T, FHRENLI YT 78—V ILTH NI THLIExBHML TV b0, HOEEAEN
SYNEEL, —HHENR/-E ZADPLRBETE S, TV NIE, BIEEIHAEZIELLV— N E
WL 2255, IESICEVEL 26T I ERZERLTOLOD0H Db, JHUH ARG CEMEB RS
i, FH. EREEIROOSNTHESN TV LBRLLEZBHL. BHONT v A2 WL SRS
ATCVDLEVZDEZOTIRBVES ) D WOBEZRICELZBRICLI—-ET 2R TEIREY S5 2 5.
DFD, FEH), BLEEW) AMPETINAENSIC L THEORE, A0BREHFL TV EELLI L
B TELDTIERVES I Do FVOMENITICER L UERE L H 25T LT, 7IVY a 7B E
LDERBIFEAMEEANDT AV FOME L EENTVE—HT, BIERHRTZOIICLrEESNE
WIELADFEIBLFEAIRIN, La—~<V AN THo72TA N KIEZLLDOTH L,

[ix]

1) The World’s Classics The Importance Being Earnest and Other Plays (1995) @ '8 U8 Tt social comedies
ERRENTW A, (Raby, Peter, ed. The World’s Classics: The Importance of Being Earnest and Other
Plays. Oxford and New York: Oxford UP, 1995. Print.)
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2) “In the 1890s dramatists had to choose between working within an ‘established’ theatre, whose social
standing and claim to participate in intellectual life were glamorous but fragile, and a radical theatre of
symbolism and ‘Tbsenite’ (of Zolaesque) realism”. (Raby, Peter, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Oscar
Wilde. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997. 174-5. Print.)

3) Ross, Robert. “Mr. Oscar Wilde on Mr. Oscar Wilde". St. James Gazette. January 18 1895. 5. Print.

4) Raby, Peter, ed. The World’s Classics: The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays. Oxford and
New York: Oxford UP, 1995 Print. 1Efn2>5DOFIHIZT XTI OMIZE D DITFOFIHIZR— V%
IPIIZRE T o

5) Raby, The Cambridge Companion to Oscar Wilde, 173.

6) RabyZk®D L 912X TWwW5b, “In his [Wilde's] short but intense burst of play-writing, he first made
his people real, and then took his audiences through the looking-glass into a world which seemed to
reflect modern life, but which was a surreal improvisation upon it". (Raby, The Cambridge Companion
to Oscar Wilde, 159)
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