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An Exploration into the History of Niiza
: Focusing on the Days of Yasuzaemon (Jian) Matsunaga in Niiza

M EAT
Riyoko IKEMA
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Yasuzaemon Matsunaga, called the King of Electric Power, exercised his ability as a businessman
and a politician before World War II, exerting a significant influence on the electric power and energy
industry in Japan. However, as people sensed a war approaching, he bided his time in and around
Niiza, Saitama Prefecture, while devoting himself to the tea ceremony. After the war, he donated to
the government the tea arbors and ceremonial tea utensils he had collected, and laid the foundations
for the growth of the power industry and the construction of industrial roads and dams. This paper

sheds light on the days of Yasuzaemon Matsunaga in Niiza to rediscover his achievements.
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