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ZLERS, ” AND THINGS, ”
.« THE SESAME STREET BOOK OF PEOPLE

A Study on T. V. Program “Sesame Street” in Japan

Junco Enami
Jumonji Women’s College

Saitama, Japan

Abstract

It has passed more than three years since the T. V. program “Sesame Street” has been brought to the
American youngsters. Six months later, Japanese adopted the program to themselves without any
modification. The program is getting more attention in the Japanese society as well as in the United
States. At the same time, there remain lots of confusion in the field of early childhood education.
Many Japanese mothers have been worried by the enormous number of violent, commercialized T.V.
programs for children.

The study was attempted to search the following two items.

1. Understanding of the content of “Sesame Street”
2. Attitude of Japanese children toward “Sesame Street”

As the result, 64 per cent of the total children (A total of 137 children comprised the kindergarden
attached to Jumonji Women’s College.) have seen the program. Twenty per cent of the total children
have continued to watch it and 36 per cent enjoy the program until the end when they watch. Also,
the program is used in three ways in Japan, first as an English learning program ; second, as an amu-
sing program ; third, as an educational program for young children. It was found, generally, Japa-
nese young children enjoy the program. They enjoy animations and puppets especially. Their under-
standings are not often related to the content which the producers intend to teach them. They do not
enjoy the spots with many conversations. ~With the increased age, children try to understand the
content more.

From the findings, it is concluded “Sesame Street” was welcomed by many Japanese people, but the
program is not used so effectively because of the multiple purposes. Therefore, the writer felt the

necessity for making T.V. program which is suitable only for Japanese children.



